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principal towns, and their clergy were allowed to display
the costume and celebrate the pompous ceremonial of
the Romish religion.' After the Christian conquest till
the time of the Inquisition, that gigantic and terrible
mistake for which Spain still pays the penalty, a certain
tolerance, while never anywhere at any time a note, as it
were, of Christianity, seems to have been practised; for
the Moors, really at that time the only civilised people
in Spain, continued to build, not only for themselves,
but for the Jews and for their conquerors. It is with a
certain surprise that the traveller discovers that nearly
all the buildings of the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth
centuries are more or less Moorish, in character at least;
while though the greatest building of all, the cathedral, is
an exception being entirely Gothic in style and feeling,
it is to be explained as the work, for the most part, ol
foreigners, and not as any sudden energy or mastery on
the part of the Spaniards, who may certainly be said at
that time, as ever after, to have been incapable of building
a cathedral that will compare with Amiens and Notre
Dame de Paris* And so it is that with the exception
of the cathedral, which was the work of a certain
* Petrus Petri/ in the reign of Ferdinand in., who laid
the first stone in August I22/,1 all the really ancient
work in Toledo is Moorish, designed at least by Moorish
artists,
The only mosque which remains, El Cristo de la Luz,
is really the oldest building in Toledo. Built, as the
Arabic inscription asserts, in 922, it was certainly standing
in 1085, when Alfonso VL entered the city, for it was here
that the first Mass of victory was celebrated. A legend
assures us that the Cid, as ever to the front in Spanish
history, passing this way on horseback, in the van of the
1 For further discussion of this difficult subject see Street, Gothic Archi-
tecture in Spain, pp. 232-235. London, 1865.